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Tbs conversation consisted of brief general questions asked 
Dr. Bergstrom, end of Ms replies. The Utter mere clear and comprehen- 
sive, and generally touohed on various aspeots of the subjeot under in- 
quiry ratter than being restricted to short specific answers. His 
readiiMss to expand on a topto made the conversation easy as well as 
informative. A brief summary of 9r. Bergstrom 1 * remarks follows i 

He spoke first of hie own experiences shortly after war broke out. 
In the late summer and fall of 1941 Soviet scientists were leaving threat- 
ened areas such as Leningrad, and taking positions wherever they could 
find them at points farther in the interior, Dr, Bergstrom chose El lets, 
the oapltal of the Kalmyk Autonomous Republic, primarily because his 
family were in that region at the time; they ted evidently left Leningrad 
before him. Be mentioned that there was then a strong feeling that 
Turkey would be at war with the Soviet Union before long, and that this 
factor had Influenced some people to avoid points like Baku, which might 
be more vulnerable. By the time be left Leningrad In August 1941, trans- 
portation was already considerably disrupted. The trip was made princi- 
pally by waterway ami motor vehicle, end took tfi days, from his observa- 
tions in the Kalmyk region during 1941 and 1942, end from extended travel 
previously through areas inhabited by Aslatio minorities of the USSR, he' 
made the following comments: 

The Kalmyks were predominantly anti-Soviet during the war, end the 
uae held for most of tbs other minority raoes with whioh he was familiar. 
Be spoke particularly of the natives of Turkmenistan, Tadjikistan and 
Usbeklatan as constituting a "powder keg.” Dissatisfaction was also rife 
in the Western Ukraine end the Crimea. The Kasskhe were said to be lees 
affeoted, since their culture is more primitive, end they were even far- 
ther removed from any influences of lest or Boutb. Zn consequence they 
were less inclined to make unfavorable comparisons with conditions Inside 
the USSR. Be spoke of the Armenians as being an exemption, being pro- 
Soviet largely cut of fear of the Turks. 

The Western Buryat Mongols were described as being backward, but 
to some extent Rueelanised, In contrast to those Bast of Lake Baikal who 
were Buddhist and genuinely Oriental by tradition. Tbs Outer Mongolian 
la extremely primitive, with no appreciation or liking for any of the 
amenities of civilisation. Due to their Imperviousneso to Western stand- 
ards of living the Soviets had been able to use regiments of Mongols in 
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the W| v bar* at they bad not dared to put Central At Inn troops la tht 
front lint fbr fnnr of dafeotloa, tut kept them occupied behind tbn linen. 

The prlnolpnl rtuoc advanced for natl -Soviet attitudes was tbn 
simple objection to regimentation* n disllte o f be ing eo treed into oolleo- 
tlre fares or f notoriety and n dislike of the IKVD. Religion also ployed 
o definite role, it eat eaid, as well as o streak of conservatism which in 
strong la that pert of the world* the tendency to cling to local habits 
end euitont. The dislike of breaking with old traditions vas shown in 
oven such natters as the script used in writing. Abolition of Ihe Arabic 
•orlpt was extremely unpopular because the Koran had been written in It. 
and consequently the script Itself beoaae to sows extent holy:.. Rot being 
allowed to make the pilgrimage to Mcooa was another serious grievance for 
the devout liobemcedan. 

nationalism too was by no neans dead, although the speaker felt 
that abstract nationalism alone was not a very powerful foroe. Zt waa 
rather the belief that self-rule would be a mesas to greater freedom. He 
•aid that the youth of tte oountry was somewhat affected by Soviet propa- 
ganda over the last do cade a, and that the religious motive played leas of 
a part in their thinking. However be added that the Osmans were able to 
recruit whole divisions from these Asiatic peoples to fight against tbs 
Soviets, largely made up of non from IS to B5 years old who ware certainly 
not pro -Soviet i he bad beoomo acquainted with save of these men In Berlin, 
where he had goiw After the Oerean retreat. 

At the sane tine, he felt that the majority of people in Central 
Asia did not went to return to the eonditione that prevailed before 1917. 
there have been some eocnoalo advances, and opportunities for education 
and nodical attention were eoaewhat improved. The old system had been 
e ami- feudal , and ihe people now want to retain sone of the advantages 
they had gained, but to get rid of the compulsion that earns with then. 

The lnprovtaant has affected the lowest classes nost, whereas those 
who were sesewhat better off huve fared relatively worse. In the old days 
a noaad of property wae in many ways much more prosperous than the average 
Russian peasant. After the Revolution, the standards moved oloeer togeth- 
er* all were treated alike, but the noaad nlsaed his llbsr^y more. It is 
incorrect to say that the Russian Is unpopular in Central Asia because be 
enjoys w>u*ual prerogatives which the native does not. On a racial basis, 
there ie something near equality. The inequality, there as elsewhere, 
comes from otter eausss. A mail class of offloe holders do have special 
privileges, whether Russian or native, and quite a water are Russian. 

But the Russian population in these regions is made up to a large extent 
of deportees, who enjoy few prerogatives except the seourity of m labor 
eaap. 



As the Oermans retreated and the Red Armies swept back, a great 
many Kalmyks, and evidently ether minority peoples, went with the lnvadmrs 
bade Into Germany. Roman and children, and come men, went into hiding 
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Is the mountain*. VETD troopi than oama In and settled (town, Hut bothered 
the inhabitants nry little for the first I or 4 bo nth*. During this 
time people gradually ratumad to thair homes, emboldened by tha faot that 
th*ra was bo persecution* Than, in on* day, trunk* war* brought in by 
hundreds, tha native population m round* d up by thousand*, and ahippad 
off to Siberia or tha slop** of tha Urals. A similar fata mat tha Grim* an 
Tartars, tha Karaohai and Cherke**l (Ciraaaaiana), torn* of shorn want to 
fflborla and sob* to diffarant parts of Control Asia, farthar Bast, It m 
said that thara ara no Tartars or Greeks loft in tha Crlmaa. 

Tha story *o oftan beard „ aa to ham badly tha Gormans aismanagad 
thair ralationa with groups In tha Soviet Union who wars ready to bo thalr 
alii* a, waa given an effective twist by tha atatamsnti "If tho Kami ad- 
visers on ftusslan quaations had wantad to aabotag* tha Garmon war effort, 
thoy aould not have dona a bat tar Job,* Tha Germms military was said to 
ha wo baan laas obnoxious in Its treatoaant of tha Sot 1st populations, but 
whan tha civilian boaias took over tha aituation beo»e vary much worsa. 
Swan so, many of tho minority raoat, eaught batwaam too firaa, prafarrod 
to atay with tha Oarmana. 

Tha pooplaa of Cantral Asia war* said to foal a strong natural 
sympathy tor India — or rather that part of India now Pakistan — , aa 
bslng moat representative of thair own tradition*. Tha ipsakor know la** 
about tha attltuda toward Afghanistan, although ha msntionad that a number 
of Usbok loadara had flod to that country at ons time or another* In 1936 
tha native Uabak politioal Isadora ware axaoutad almost an mass*. Bala- 
tiona with Iran war* oomplioatad by tha rivalries batwaan tho Shi its and 
tha Sunni to Moslems, which tan dad to turn tho Asarbaldjanians against tho 
Iranlsns. As to tha Turks, thsrw was a tendency on tha part of tha oldar 
Cantral Aslan pooplaa, whoa# tradition* oama down from Tamerlane, to re- 
gard them a a something like younger brother* and to look down on them from 
a cultural point of view, the effort of Anwar Pasha to areata a Turanian 
stats in tha 20* • had not boon particularly popular. 

A fsrw specific consents wars mads on educational Institutions. The 
speaker had baan at tha University of Tashkent In 1929 and 1930, where 
thara war# about 1,000 students, and sows 200 tsanhars, profnsaors and ra- 
sa arch. workers, faculties of law, msdlolne, lsnguagaa, etc. wars operating, 
and tha University was under Jurladiotion of tha (now) Ministry of Higher 
education. In addition tha Cantral Cowlttaa of tha Comauniat Party has a 
Department of education and Propaganda, which supervises both tha Party 
Schools and also all other education from tha political standpoint, Thara 
was a school for specialists on Slnkiang under direot supervision of tha 
Moscow Cantral Cosatittae, share agitators and propagandists, potential oall 
leaders and seoret agents, ware trained fbr work in that area. Tha stu- 
dents wars usually mature and wall-indoctrinated ooamunlata. During or 
sinoe tha war a new Rear eastern Institute has basn established In Tashkent, 
which has taken over work formerly done by the Military Faculty of the 
Institute of Oriental Languages in Mosoov. The training of military agents 
and Informers constitutes a large part of Its sort. 
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